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The Future of Europe 
 
“A united Europe is not a modern expedient, be it political or economic, but an ideal 
which has been accepted since thousands of years by the best spirits of Europe, namely 
those who can see into the future.  Already Homer described Zeus as ‘europos’ – an 
adjective meaning ‘one who sees very far’.  – Denis de Rougemont, Vingt-huit siecles 
d’Europe (1961) 
 
Histories of Europe can be divided into two types: the histories of the region and the 
histories of the idea of Europe.  The former tends to focus on the political, social and 
economic collaborations and discord that have culminated in the Europe of today; the 
latter on the very essence of what it means to be of Europe, a European consciousness, 
its cultural and moral underpinnings.  
 
From Berlin to London, from Oslo to Rome, from Warsaw to Ceuta, we will consider 
the future of Europe through multiple prisms, from the antecedents of Church-State 
relations to the collapse of Communism and Russia’s resurgence; from Montesquieu's 
concept of the separation of powers to Arendt's "perplexities" regarding citizenship and 
statelessness and today’s migration crises; from the Treaty of Westphalia to the Treaty 
of Maastricht and the future of the European Union; from the ascendency of neo-
liberal economics to the Copenhagen Accord on climate change; and from the 
Declaration of Human Rights to the Dublin Agreement on asylum seekers.  
 
For much of the last three centuries, European order was the world order – a product 
of the interests, ambitions and rivalries of the continent’s empires.  It is the birthplace 
of the Enlightenment and codified human rights, as well as “scientific” racism and the 
colonial “civilizing” mission.  The central, global struggle of the 20th century was 
between two European ideologies: democratic capitalism and communism. 
 
What are the challenges that Europe – literally and conceptually – faces today?  How 
will it define itself, and be defined, in the 21st century?  Is it on the cusp of a new 
threshold that challenges its core concepts? 
 
How are changing demographics affecting national identities, such as the aging 
population base and the influx of foreign workers?  What are the challenges Europe 
faces in addressing and integrating its growing Muslim population, from France’s ban 
on headscarves to the ongoing discussion of Turkey’s membership to the ISIS 
recruitment of youth throughout the continent?  What is behind the recent rise in anti-
Semitism?  How will the European states incorporate and adjust to advanced 



multiculturalism?   Will regions, such as Scotland and Catalonia, continue to push for 
statehood, independence within the umbrella of the EU and NATO?   
 
What is the future of the European Union?  Twenty-eight of the continent’s 50 states 
are part of the EU, but it has not been a smooth process.  We will explore the impact of 
its rapid expansion, its inability to ratify its constitution since 2004, Britain’s 2017 
national referendum on remaining in the Union, and whether the EU can offer 
palatable new (re)forms of its politcal representation and accountability mechanisms, 
of its banking and social policies, and of its financial sector.   
 
In the political, economic and security vacuum of the end of the Cold War, has the EU 
been effective in helping to stabilize fledgling democracies in Eastern Europe?  Will the 
EU be able to stem Hungary’s slide toward autocracy?  What are the benefits and 
drawbacks of European integration and economic interdependence? 
 
Europe has a GNP of six trillion, the largest economy in the world.  It also has a 
growing wealth gap, fiscal instability, and corruption.  A January 2015 World Bank 
report stated that the European economy is slipping toward secular stagnation, a 
prolonged period of very low inflation and very low growth.  What impact will 
changing economic conditions have on the welfare state and social democracy?  Will 
Greece be forced out of the euro and into re-introducing its own national economy?  Is 
Italy now the linchpin of the euro? Has economic stagnation punctured the talk of a 
European demos with the embrace of austerity?  Are concerns about the moral hazard 
of a bailout warranted? 
 
How are demographics and economic growth connected?  Will the slow growth of the 
economy continue to encourage the rise of populist parties, strengthen the Eurosceptic 
movement, and heighten the appeal of anti-immigration/nationalist parties? 
 
We will seek to understand the foreign policy of the EU and its stated commitments to 
democratic norms and human rights within Europe and beyond.  How does Europe 
envision its foreign policy and how will it maintain its relevance in global affairs?  Can 
its stated humanitarian policies rise to the challenge of the flow of migrants across the 
Mediterranean?  What are the continued impacts, relationships and repercussions of 
the continent’s colonial policies, from Mali to the Middle East? 
 
Will Russian aggression in the Ukraine impact the unity of European decision-
making?  Its commitment to collective security and defense?  Has the EU’s focus on 
soft power been disputed by recent events? What is the state of the relationship 
between Europe and the US, from future of NATO to banning the export of lethal-
injection drugs?   
 



What are the policies and ideas that will define Europe into the future? Are the laws 
and ideals of Europe part of what Charles Darwin called the “Galapagos Syndrome”, 
not replicable outside the environment in which it was developed?  What will be the 
future of its internal and external borders? Of its national and supranational entities?  
Of its governmental organization?  Is economic interdependence the most viable 
source of European security?  Ultimately, will the countries find common purpose or 
choose more individualized options?  Will the region choose a post-national, 
multinational or national future? 
 
 
 


