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Introduction 

The High Negotiations Council of the Syrian Opposition (HNC) aims to protect and 

promote the aspirations of the Syrian people in serving as one of the main opposition bloc 

against the current Syrian President, Bashar al-Assad, and his tyrannical regime. We advocate for 

a revision of the Syrian constitution, with emphasis on the protection of rights and freedoms of 

the Syrian people. Similarly, the HNC wishes to implement a transitional process of power, 

while maintaining transparency in the process. In addition, we hope to address and resolve the 

humanitarian crisis that has affected millions of Syrian lives while promoting a peaceful 

reintegration of refugees back into Syrian society once the conflict has reached a resolution. 

Along with this, the HNC hopes to promote cooperation between regional allies to improve 

Syria’s economic and political stability. 

We welcome efforts from the participating delegations that will further progress peace 

talks in this symposium. The HNC strongly believes that contributions from influential actors in 

the conflict are critical in resolving the issues that remain undetermined. While we recognize that 

the path to a peaceful resolution may be challenging, we must always keep the future of the 

Syrian people in mind. 

  



Key Points 

The High Negotiations Council: 

● Advocates for the transitional process of power within the Syrian government 

● Wishes to promote transparency in the transitional process of power 

● Hopes to address the human rights violations committed against the Syrian people 

● Hopes to promote the revision of  the Syrian constitution to guarantee the protection of 

the rights and freedoms of the Syrian population 

● Wishes to promote international cooperation in regards to economic and political stability 

for Syria 

● Desires to peacefully reintegrate refugees back into Syrian society 

● Wishes to improve relations between Syria and its regional allies 

  



Background 

 In hopes to create a united front against the repressive Syrian regime, the High 

Negotiations Council of the Syrian Opposition (HNC) was created in 2015 to represent the 

numerous opposition groups and armed factions fighting in the Syrian civil war. The origins of 

our coalition stem from the disastrous response of the Syrian government to the civil uprisings 

influenced by the Arab Spring movement that began in the Middle East in early 2011. 

Protests and uprisings calling for political reformation began in Tunisia following the 

unfortunate suicide of 26 year old Mohamed Bouazizi. After being publicly humiliated by 

Tunisian officials forcing him to give up his unauthorized vending privileges, Bouazizi became a 

martyr to the movement by setting himself on fire in an act of defiance to the Tunisian 

government. This caused an uproar from civilians demanding for democratic reformations and 

that Zine El Abidine Ben Ali step down as the president of Tunisia. Within days, demonstrations 

broke out in Bouazizi’s rural hometown along with protests in other major cities in Tunisia. 

These demonstrations soon reached the capital city, Tunis, forcing Ben Ali to respond 

with violence. Unaware of the powerful influence of these protests, the Tunisian president 

responded by arresting civilians and demonstrators and by shutting down the internet. This failed 

attempt only fueled the social unrest, ultimately leading to Ben Ali’s departure. 

Tensions in Egypt erupted as activists started calling for an uprising within their country 

to revolt against the government’s corruption, mishandling of the poor, and unemployment 

occurring in 2011. Soon after, action took place as citizens, by the thousands, peacefully 

marched in Cairo and multiple cities across Egypt. Events climaxed as national officials and 

demonstrators clashed, with rocks and tear gas used to attack one another. Many of those 

demonstrators expressed the desire for Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak to resign, as his 



policies were seen as a cause of the issues in the country. When Mubarak announced that he 

would not resign from his position of power, it was not well received by the masses.  They 

demanded his immediate resignation. The Egyptian government deployed its army in Tahrir 

Square in attempt to halt the days of unrest and protest. It failed to do so as people only grew 

more unsettled and violence spurred into chaos.  

When Mubarak announced he was staying in power until September, it led to the 

protesters, now in the thousands, to call for the army to join them. On what is known as “The 

Friday of Departure,” Mubarak stepped down after protests reached a breaking point. In doing 

so, his power was transferred into the hands of the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces. This 

set precedent, leading to resignations from the Prime Minister and other government officials. 

This exemplified the desire and power that people have as a united front. 

The Arab Spring movement soon set off a series of protests in other Middle Eastern and 

Northern African countries such as Libya, Yemen, Bahrain, Morocco, Jordan, and Syria. In 

contrast to Tunisia and Egypt, the Assad regime instead responded with violent attacks, aiming 

to control the civil unrest with the intentions of remaining in power.  

The Syrian government’s reaction to the Arab Spring protests led to mass hysteria, 

creating the civil war the nation is currently fighting. The war crimes committed by Bashar al-

Assad have initiated a humanitarian crisis, as countries struggle to cope with an influx of Syrian 

refugees. In addition, Syrian relations with other powers have deteriorated, dividing key 

countries involved in the crisis.  

These issues have led to failed coalitions in search of a peaceful resolution. The lack of 

an opposition coalition capable of negotiating credibly led to the Riyadh conference with the 

participation of around 100 delegates. With the shared goal of representing the ambitions of the 



Syrian people and bringing an end to the Syrian Civil War, these endeavors have become a 

foundation to the creation of the High Negotiations Council of the Syrian Opposition.  

The lack of credible representation with the inclusion of strong armed forces were 

leading factors to the creation of the umbrella committee. The HNC met these requirements and 

became the current voice of the Syrian opposition in the Geneva talks. Led by former Prime 

Minister of Syria, Riyad Farid Hijab has provided a platform for which those who oppose Assad 

have a possibility to combat executive decisions made under the influence of Bashar al-Assad. 

  



Committee on Governance 

Prior to the Syrian Civil War, Bashar al-Assad’s repressive regime had an extremely tight 

grip of the nation. With a significant police force in major cities, citizens lived in constant fear 

for their freedoms. Through the use of the emergency law, freedoms of expression, association, 

and assembly were violated and strictly monitored by the regime and its authorities. On multiple 

occurrences, acts of defiance against the government were punished through unjust and cruel 

means. 

Main actors involved within the complexity of the crisis are generally categorized as pro-

Assad forces, opposition coalitions, rebel groups, and rebel backers. As the war rages within 

Syrian borders, nations have shown support to both sides of the spectrum. Countries such as 

Russia and China have taken a stance in favor of Assad’s regime in vetoing United Nations (UN) 

resolutions targeted towards the Syrian government. Along with the support of Iran, this troika 

claims to aid Syria, “politically, militarily, and also economically” as stated by Deputy Syrian 

Prime Minister Qadri Jamil. While their motives vary, it is of no doubt that in supporting Assad 

and his forces, they are in favor of the deaths of hundreds of thousands of Syrians.  

Rebel groups actively fighting in the crisis include the Martyrs of Syria Brigade, Harakat 

Ahrar al-Sham al-Islamiyya, and the Asala wa  al-Tanmiya Front. A number of these groups 

have come together and formed alliances with groups who share a similar agenda forming 

alliances such as the Supreme Military Council of the Free Syrian Army, the Islamic Front, and 

the Syrian Islamic Liberation Front (SILF). Similarly, jihadist groups such as the Al-Nusra Front, 

the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS) and Jaysh al-Muhajirin wa al-Ansar have gained 

momentum and influence amidst the Syrian conflict.  



Several opposition coalitions have emerged with the aim to unify and represent the voice 

of the Syrian people in diplomatic discussions. Those such as the National Coalition for Syrian 

Revolution and Opposition Forces, the Syrian National Council (SNC), National Co-ordination 

Committee (NCC), Kurdish Supreme Committee, and most recently, the High Negotiations 

Council of the Syrian Opposition (HNC).   

Rebel groups have emerged as a result of the Regime’s violent response to the uprisings 

of civil protests in Syria. With the help of national powers, these groups have succeeded in 

fighting for a government free from the rule of Assad. Through finances and supplies, countries 

such as Russia, Turkey, the United States, Iran, Qatar and Saudi Arabia have all shown support 

to sides directly involved within the conflict.  

Created and backed by the Saudi government, ties between the Saudi Arabian 

government and the HNC originate back to the birth of the coalition.  

The High Negotiations Council strongly believes in the need for a new Syrian 

constitution. Hoping to emphasize the freedom and rights of the Syrian people, we advocate for 

one with strong democratic ideologies. The current constitution has proven to fail in times of 

social unrest, with numerous constitutional violations by the Syrian government, leading us to 

demand revisions. 

As a united voice for the Syrian opposition, the HNC wishes for a government that will 

prioritize the needs of its citizens. Our vision reflects the hopes and aims of the Syrian people by 

advocating for a political system that protects the freedoms of Syrian citizens, safeguards 

individual rights, and is founded upon the principles of liberty, equality, citizenship, and justice. 

With these ideologies, we believe the Syrian people will live without discrimination and be rid of 

a dictatorship known to murder its own civilians. Our proposal includes a government in favor of 



women’s right and of individual natural rights. We hope to achieve this new form of government 

by following a three-phase transitional process under the supervision and auspices of the United 

Nations. 

The political transition will be conducted in three phases developing the reconstruction of 

the Syrian government. The first phase consists of the two parties, the Syrian government and the 

Syrian opposition, holding negotiations lasting six months to set up a temporary truce with 

principles based upon the ones discussed in the Geneva Communiqué. The second phase, lasting 

a year and six months, is the transitional process following a diplomatic agreement between the 

two parties to transform the Syrian constitution. It is in this phase that we demand the resignation 

of Bashar al-Assad, along with his authorities. In the third and final phrase, presidential, local, 

and legislative elections will be held under the surveillance of the United Nations. The basic 

principles set forth in the agreement are to be recognized as fundamentals of citizenship such as 

separation of powers, independence of judiciary, freedom of the press, and the establishment of 

an economic system. 

The High Negotiations Council currently plays a crucial role in ending the crisis. We 

have established an executive framework based on the needs of the Syrian people. As the 

representation for opposition forces in Syria, we have the responsibility of voicing their ideals in 

resolving the conflict. Unfortunately, Syrians are experiencing significant violations of human 

rights by involved terror groups such as ISIS. As Syrians directly involved in the current civil 

war, we believe that cooperation and mutual efforts are crucial to resolving the ongoing conflict. 

The regime has failed in taking action to resolve the crisis. Assad’s leadership has only widened 

the gap between the Syrian people and their government. 



The Syrian government remains to be intransigent and violent despite the political uproar 

across the Middle East and within Syria itself. It has been divulged into the terror of war due to a 

power hungry leader who has no intention of protecting the civilians within his own country. 

President Assad cannot be the leader of Syria when its future is at stake. The transfer of power 

from the Assad regime to a more democratic government must take place with a new constitution 

reinstating and protecting the freedoms and rights of the people.  

  



   Committee on Strategic Security  

The Syrian borders have been largely unsecured during Bashar al-Assad’s rule and it is 

clear the government has disappointed the Syrian people and neighboring countries. Destroying 

the relations Syria had with its neighbors, the Assad regime has vanquished the possibility for 

countries to keep their borders open. For example, Turkey has decided to build a wall because 

the possibility of keeping its borders open is too high for it to take. Iraq is also being affected by 

the lack of security due to Syria’s decision leading to the borders closing as once more, as it is 

unsafe to keep them open. Assad’s inability to protect has hurt the Syrian people. The borders 

being secured should be a priority for Syria to begin to recover from this bloody civil war, to 

provide for the citizens, and to fix its relations with other countries. Assad has ineffectively dealt 

with the issue of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS) and combating terrorism while 

simultaneously being unable to prevent the smuggling of illegal items its borders; basic security 

issues that should have been addressed have not. In doing so, Syria has ruined any potential aid, 

assistance, and mutual beneficial relations that could exist for where it can take down ISIS. 

  In Syria there are between 27,000 to 31,000 foreign fighters. From those that could be 

identified, 12,000 came from eighty-one different countries. This shows Syria's issues has 

expanded beyond the borders Assad has been unable to defend. These issues have now gone 

global with everyone from everywhere offering opinions and advice but with more than that no 

action has taken action. 

  Our organization, the High Negotiations Council (HNC) was created out of the need for a 

strong cohesive opposition against the Assad government. Our main goal is to protect the human 

rights of the Syrians and assure them a future in the country of their origin. The HNC believes 

that the future of Syria cannot continue without the removal of Assad and those in his regime. 



The Syrian people are in constant danger with the current state of the regime as many restrictions 

and rules do not allow the Syrian people live their lives. A more democratic Syria would provide 

the needs of those in Syria while the changes can also encourage those who sought refuge out of 

the country a more enticing return. A crucial step we must consider is holding fair elections. Fair 

elections must occur so all Syrians are able to elect their president rather than being denied as 

many were. 

As the representatives of the High Negotiations Council the needs for a ceasefire are dire. 

The Syrian ceasefire should happen with a United Nations (UN) backed system where the UN 

leads a monitoring system for where it keeps the ceasefire in check. With other international 

actors needing to put a helping hand in, the Syrian ceasefire can only survive with the help of 

everyone protecting the peace within Syria. This is where the UN comes in helping out those 

countries, as being the higher upper power with authority keeping the ceasefire in control. 

 Those involved within Syria are Russia, the Assad Regime, and various opposition 

forces including the HNC, Turkey, ISIS and the United States. Seeing the United States’ newly 

elected President Donald Trump, his view differs from that of ex-president Obama which has led 

to a shift in the American’s stance. China supports the regime as seen in August 2016, senior 

Chinese military officials announced their intention to provide personnel training and 

humanitarian aid to Assad, while the Russian government maintained strong support for Assad. 

Chinese and Russian ties to Syria go back to the Cold War when the Soviet Union and the 

People's Republic supported and armed the Arabs against Israel. To be sure, present day both 

China and Russia want closer military ties with Syria. 

The Syrian Army before the current civil war was plagued with decades of corruption 

which stripped the Army of its combat abilities and operational professionalism. Poor inadequate 



leadership contributed to the dreadful Army as well. The abuse of power within the Army has 

allowed officers and other military officials to use their positions for personal gain. One such 

tactic which would we do not see as acceptable is letting those who enlisted to escape the 

mandatory service and requirement to go into the Army in exchange for cash paper. The Syrian 

Army has been plagued with the unprofessionalism from their leaders, with inspectors doing 

their jobs hanging out than doing their job to make sure everything was intact and in place to 

protect the safety of the people. Nepotism has also affected the Army and seeing this corruption 

expand to the troops has drastically affected the view of the soldiers. The Syrian Army has had 

many defectors come over to the HNC having recognized the abuse Assad had instigated with 

the power he holds. Many soldiers are beginning to see a need for change and are frustrated by 

the bad practices of the unprofessionalism and destructive manner of the Army which exist in its 

present form.  

ISIS poses one of the biggest challenges for Syria. ISIS poses a threat to the safety of 

Syrians and other Middle Eastern countries with its radical jihadist ideals. Their intentions are 

rooted from beliefs that do not resonate with logical thinking; there is no way to communicate 

with them therefore we will have to work to defeat them. But the only way to defeat ISIS is to 

have a stable Syria, one in which Assad is no longer the ruler. The Syrian President is now 

incapable of defeating ISIS as he is more concerned with defeating his own people and in 

keeping himself in power. Under his rule, Assad’s ideals are the only way Syria can work. In 

Syria’s weakened state ISIS and other terrorist groups find it easy to recruit from our country 

grow stronger as many Syrians have lost hope in the central government. 

Steps towards a more peaceful Syria will have to start with ceasefires and providing a 

secure border. But our country cannot progress towards peace without the removal of Assad due 



to the issues he had caused. His desire and reach for power has surpassed the importance of the 

people and a new administration where the people come first is in desperate need.  

  



Committee on Local Security 

     

Prior to the conflict, security in Syria has been almost nonexistent, and the conditions 

have only worsened because of it. For years, lack of basic rights combined with economic 

troubles only fueled the existing resentment towards the Syrian government. Crackdowns on 

protesters date back as far as the early 1980s. In 2011, peaceful protests began to emerge 

preceding the arrest and torture of fifteen school boys guilty of anti-regime writing. Protesters 

were met with gunfire, killing hundreds and leaving even more detained, demonstrating the 

Syrian government's blatant disregard for free speech. 

The overall security of civilians has also been neglected. Over a course of 5+ years, 

approximately 12 million Syrians have fled their homes to escape war. 4.8 million refugees have 

left the country to find safety, 6.6 million have been displaced within their own country, and 

more than 450,000 others, civilians and fighters, have been killed. Those displaced made up half 

of the country’s population prior to the war. Although most Syrians are Sunni Muslim, security 

is controlled by the Alawite sect, of which Bashar al-Assad is a member. The war has also 

allowed for the rise of jihadist groups such as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS), 

which have found opportunity in the chaos, controlling almost half of the territory.  

As the fighting continues, civilians’ access to food, water, and healthcare have been 

deterred. Doctors have been forced by the Syrian Regime to leave Aleppo, as any aid would be 

treated as anti-Regime. Refugees are being met with different responses from several different 

countries such as Turkey, Lebanon, and other countries within the European Union (EU), who 

have taken in many displaced Syrians. Various humanitarian groups have taken it upon 

themselves to extend their arms to refugees. Since 2013, the United Methodist Committee of 



Relief has garnered more than half a million dollars to give to initiatives in Syria, as well as other 

countries in the region providing asylum for more than four million refugees. 

The war has escalated to the point where everyone is involved, fighting for their lives in 

one way or another. Conditions have only continued to worsen, forcing Syrian civilians to risk 

their lives in hopes of finding safety. People have escaped to find security in neighboring 

countries, while those who are trapped must seek out limited resources for survival. Their 

government has not made the effort to send relief, so they must depend on aid groups in other 

countries to provide them with resources such as food, shelter, and healthcare. 

The Syrian government should be responsible for supplying the people with these 

resources, however, humanitarian groups have taken its place. The United States and the United 

Kingdom have explored the possibility of aid airdrops to Aleppo and other occupied areas in 

Syria. However, reluctance from the US military to get involved, as well as fear that flying in aid 

without permission could hinder future humanitarian deliveries, have stalled the talks. Waiting 

time is also a factor, leaving Syrian civilians even more desperate for help. 

Prior to the war, small weapons were prevalent in Syria. The regime built up a plentiful 

arsenal of more than two million small arms thanks to decades of Soviet and Russian support, as 

well as support from Iran. It has been estimated that approximately 700,000 in civilian hands. 

Due to the conflict, as might be expected, more arms have begun to flood in via countries such as 

Lebanon, the United States, and Turkey. Today so much so that it is very likely to spot larger 

arms, such as anti-aircraft missiles. The numbers are alarming, but what is even more disturbing 

is how easy it is for the wrong people to get ahold of these weapons.  

Upon final analysis, Syria is facing a barrage of critical issues that continue to divide and 

decimate the country. As fighting continues, violations of human rights and the rise of terrorism 



prospers. Civilians have either been left to try and fend for themselves or completely depend on 

other countries for resources that their government should be providing them. Addressing how 

surviving refugees and their perpetrators will be dealt with would be highly beneficial to 

reconstruction once the final stages of the conflict have officially been talked through. 

  



Committee on Social Reconstruction 

 Before the conflict, social order in Syria was very comparable to the living styles of 

societies in Western areas. Although the middle class would continue to develop, they still did 

not have access to simple household appliances. The majority were not rich but made a 

comfortable living with careers such as medical, business, or engineering. Most, however, were 

not this fortunate due to a disastrous drought beginning in 2006 which caused 800,000 farmers 

abandon their land and resulted in a 75% crop failure. This caused struggling farmers to migrate 

to major cities to compete with Palestinian and Iraqi refugees to find nonexistent jobs and short 

food supplies; regardless of these dilemmas, citizens seemed to be able to move throughout cities 

without any additional complications. However, a crisis such as this can bring about imbalance. 

Many were left without basic necessities. As a result of the government’s failure to assist, 

multiple protest occurred. 

 Due to the emergency law, Syrian non-governmental organizations (NGO’s) such as the 

Syria Trust for Development: the Syrian Foundation for the Development of the Countryside 

(FIRDOs), the Youth and Early Childhood Division, and the Culture and Heritage Division, were 

forced to act under strict government control. In comparison to neighboring countries like Jordan 

and Turkey, Syria possessed a low number of NGO’s. Although Syria’s First Lady called for 

Syrian civilians to engage more in the country’s social and economic issues, most questioned 

whether or not the government would actually allow NGO’s to become more active since Assad 

had never done so in the past. 

 Although the Syrian constitution provides for religious freedom, the government’s 

restriction on freedom of religion indicates otherwise. Prior to the conflict, the government 

prosecuted people involved in the Muslim Brotherhood, Salafists movements, and Jehovah’s 



Witness groups. The government allows groups to worship freely as long as the groups do not 

disturb the order of the public. However, Jehovah’s Witnesses are banned and must conduct 

religious activities without drawing attention. Syria’s constitution says that citizens are able to 

express the religion of their choice freely but the control of religion has been held so tightly that 

it is almost impossible for citizens to practice religion without the possibility of persecution. 

 Citizens of Syria held little to no rights as a result of the emergency law which was 

created in 1963 when the Ba’ath Party came into power. The law essentially gives the Syrian 

government unlimited power to restrain freedoms and rights of its people. The Syrian 

government used this law to allegedly protect its citizens when national security or public safety 

seemed to be in jeopardy. These extreme acts consisted of the harassing, incarcerating, and 

killing of citizens who conducted something as minor as denouncing the government. 

 Human rights in Syria were not respected. According to the Office of the High 

Commission for Human Rights (OHCHR), many prisons across the country were known to 

administrate cruel and inhumane acts on inmates. This included improper medical care, abuse, 

and sexual harassment. Syria is party to many international treaties that protect the rights of their 

citizens, including the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. These treaties ensure that the authorities of 

Syria are expected to respect and protect the rights listed in their many treaties. However, the 

Assad regime has failed to follow the guidelines given by these international treaties. 

 People in Syria did have property rights. However, they were poorly enforced prior to the 

war. Although land and property in the country consists of private land and state land, the tenure 

systems of Syria comprise of a range of informal, customary, tribal, and statutory arrangements. 

Over half of the country’s population lived in urban areas before the conflict; in Damascus and 



Aleepo, up to 50% of the population lived in informal settings where disputes would occur due 

to a lack of water. Many were unable to buy land because of distorted land markets which forced 

many to rent in markets where prices of land increased rapidly. 

 The education system in Syria prior to the conflict flourished. Research done in 2003 

shows that primary school enrollment was estimated to be 98% students and in that same year, 

secondary school enrollment was 43%. Students received an educational program similar to the 

one which United States’ students are given. Since most education in Syria was free, a good 

education was fairly achievable among different aged citizens. However, six years into the 

conflict, almost three million children are no longer in school and Syria is now estimated to have 

one of the lowest attendance rates in the world. Enrollment in Aleppo is as low as 6%, while half 

of the 2 million refugee children are not receiving any education. 

 Syria’s health system prior to the conflict included two departments, hospitals established 

from the government and primary care facilities. Although Syria had improved its overall health 

capacity such as an increase in life expectancy at birth and a decrease in infant mortality, there 

were still challenges to overcome. Advanced health care was unevenly distributed throughout the 

country. In more rural areas, the health system was inferior to those in urban regions. These 

circumstances occurred because many private-sector administrators attempted to gain 

independence and remain in more populated areas which left rural areas unequipped. Mental 

health care was not easily accessible regardless of the area of the country. With one hundred 

psychiatrists in Syria, and only two psychiatric hospitals in the whole country, people were not 

able to obtain needed mental health care. 

The High Negotiations Council (HNC) believes that the issue in Syria be resolved with 

the collaboration between key actors in the conflict. We hope to see the implementation of a 



series of phases to construct a new Syrian constitution that protects the rights and freedoms of its 

citizens. As stated in the Executive Framework by the High Negotiations Council, our vision 

reflects a new social contract that is founded upon the principles of liberty, equality, citizenship, 

and justice. 

  



Committee on Economic Reconstruction 

 

Before the war, Syria’s economy was very diverse, revolving around industry and 

excavation (25%), agriculture (22%), retail (23%), and tourism (12%). Syria’s income was 600 

billion Syrian lira with 80% of income reverting to the government. Most of the income came from 

Syria’s oil production ($150 billion lira (2010)). Though there was a time the oil production 

decreased from 431,000 barrels (2006) to 382,000 (2009), Syria counteracted this with a rise in 

prices. 

However, when the conflict commenced, oil production, dropped barrels even more going 

from 382,000 to 280,000. The decrease also occurred in part from sanctions imposed by the United 

States and European Union. There was even a deficit in the government budget before the conflict 

arose. Government expenses came to $700 billion which included $451 billion in the overall 

expenses covering $267 billion for experimenting projects and $90 billion for their army. Initially 

the government could back the deficit from their local market, but with the conflict at hand, 

monetary resources began to diminish quickly. Bank reserves in the beginning of 2011 stood at 

$18 billion lira, but unprepared for such circumstances, banks were forced to reduce the reserves 

until finally reaching by the end of 2012, 2 billion lira. 

From estimates made from the Syrian Center for Policy Research, “$48 billion is required 

for the reconstruction of Syria.” By the end of 2012, requirements would reach up to “$60-200 

lira”. It will take years – maybe generations – for Syria to recover. 

Though the economy was diverse, it was a centralized economy being that the only 

authority was within Bashar al-Assad and/or the government. Every sector of Syria – agriculture, 

retail, industry, and tourism – could not move forward unless Assad was first consulted. Other 

assets of the economy that were controlled by the government included natural resource extraction 



and sales that came from the local market and oil production. In 2001, Assad permitted private 

banking then licensed foreign banks in 2002. During this time, foreign investors were only allowed 

to hold up to 49% of banks (not being able to obtain full control). The country’s chief imports 

include electric power machinery, machinery and transport equipment, chemicals and chemical 

products, and food and livestock. The chief exports include crude oil, fruits and vegetables, 

textiles, petroleum products, and cotton fiber. The percentage of the state budget that was devoted 

to the military was 3.94%. The percentage devoted to the health sector was at first 1.5% (2010) 

moving to 3.3% (2014). In the education sector, there was 5.1% devoted. 

With the likes of the Syrian conflict, and given the facts previously stated, Syria would be 

considered economically an unequal society. Before the Syrian conflict took place, there were 

numerous dust storms and droughts that made farmers’ crops die off forcing the farmers 

themselves to move into the city. When moving into the city, farmers were forced to find new jobs 

which were scarce causing an intense pressure to build. Citizens made daily request regarding to 

the government issues in the economy but the people would never get their calls answered. In 

2014, 82% of Syrians were living beneath the poverty line. 

There are five major banks in Syria: Central Bank of Syria, Agriculture Co-operative Bank, 

Popular Credit Bank, Commercial Bank of Syria, and Industrial Bank. The main bank, Central 

Bank of Syria, is located in Damascus. It deals with foreign exchange and its aim is “to foster the 

stability integrity and efficiency of the nation’s financial and payment systems so as to promote 

optimal macroeconomic performance.” The second major bank is the Industrial Bank. Also located 

in Damascus, this bank is a foreign and private bank which has often experienced under-

capitalization. 



With the conflict, the Damascus Stock Market experienced a 54% decline going from 1.720 

points at the beginning of 2011 to .796 points in March of 2012, resulting in a loss of $86 billion 

in the market. There was also a drop in the Syrian lira by almost half. When the drop came, it led 

to an inflation in prices across Syria. 

As for basic infrastructure and factors of production, currently there is none. Within a 

matter of months of the beginning of the conflict, not only had Syria’s hotel occupancy rate fallen, 

but other government licensed investments also fell by 43%.  Adding to the problems, but at the 

beginning of 2012, there was a split between the rebels and the regime in Aleppo. Rebels had taken 

over the Aleppo region – Syria’s main source of production – making the regime dependent on 

external imports. Most imports were being received from Russia. Most imports, like oil. Although, 

Syria was also receiving other things from Iran and Iraq. 

Within the means of work, people were left unemployed and on the move. Anyone who 

remained with a job were businessmen who had ties with Bashar al-Assad. Otherwise the only jobs 

available were arms dealing and supplying the military or being in the military. The unemployment 

rate before the war was at 20%, but with the conflict it quickly rose to 60%. 

Sectors that had previously employed the most people were the service sector (40-43%), 

the agriculture sector (30%), and the industrial sector (26-27%). Beginning in 2006, the agriculture 

sector began to diminish by 15% moving the service sector up by 10%. Since 2006, the decrease 

has continued. 

The breakdown of the Syrian population, age-wise, came to be that 45.9% of people were 

between 0-14. The 54.06% that was left were 20+. The main reason that most people of living in 

Syria were and are in the ages of 0-14 is because most adults were either fighting when the war 



broke out or because they were investors (along with family patriarchs) getting out of the now 

chaotic country. 

Regarding economic reconstruction, the goal for Syria would be to gain allies at the end 

of the civil war, aid in rebuilding everything that was lost. For Syria to rebuild means that it must 

essentially start over practically from scratch. Syrian people who have migrated away from Syria 

because of the conflict should be encouraged to return and help rebuild their native land. With 

new alliances being formed, certain contracts will need to be put into place so that Syria can 

receive all of the resources needed to recover until finally being stabilized. 

  



Committee on Justice, Peace, and Reconciliation 

 

Syria has had a long history with human rights violations dating back to 1970,  the year in 

which Hafez al-Assad took power through a military coup with the aid of the Soviet government. 

After a failed assassination attempt by the Muslim Brotherhood on June 26,1980, Hafez 

retaliated by killing hundreds of prisoners, most of which were captured members of the Muslim 

Brotherhood. It is believed that 600 to 1,000 people were killed. The Hama massacre is another 

example of the human rights violations involving war crimes committed by Hafez al-Assad. On 

February 2nd, 1982, a rebellion led by the Muslim Brotherhood in the city of Hama resulted in 

Hafez sending a paramilitary forces to kill between 10,000 and 55,000 civilians including 

children, women and the elderly. Hafez oversaw his eldest son’s, Bassel, training to lead the 

military intelligence. After Bassel died in a car accident, Bashar al Assad was enlisted by his 

father to take Bassel’s place. After Hafez’s death in 2000, Bashar officially became the head of 

Syria. The Syrian people believed that Bashar would bring reform and lead them to the 

liberalization of their society due the belief that his views would be westernized. In March 2011 

peaceful protesters were met with violence from the government. Violence which continued 

through the summer of 2011. Civilians claimed that the government had used arbitrary arrests, 

torture, and aimless violence towards its own people. An estimated 34,000 plus civilians had 

been killed by the Syrian Forces. Syrian Forces had even gone so far as placing landmines close 

to the borders of Lebanon and Turkey as a way to deter those who were trying to escape. 

War crimes and other human rights violations have been committed by both the Syrian 

regime and rebel groups opposing them. As of 2015, an estimated 100,000 civilians have been 

killed and half of Syria’s population have fled their homes. The Assad regime has been blamed 

for countless acts of using chemical weapons, more specifically chlorine gas, against civilians, 



and conducting torture and extrajudicial killings. The government has also been accused of aerial 

bombardments and shelling which led to mass civilian casualties and the spread of terror. The 

Syrian government has endangered the lives of civilians by forcing them to march in front of its 

forces during troop movements and by conducting arrest operations and attacks on villages and 

towns. Armed opposition groups, such as Ahrar al-Sham and Jabhat al-Nusra, have committed 

countless acts of violence towards Syrian civilians, many of which have supported the rebel 

groups in the past. While the Syrian regime and regime opposition groups are both responsible 

for war crimes , they have not been persecuted for their actions. 

Accountability for war crimes in other countries coming out of civil wars have been dealt 

with moderately. By granting military personnel amnesty from being prosecuted for human right 

violations they committed during Pinochet’s dictatorship in the 70’s  ,Chile has potentially 

allowed officers to commit ill-intentioned acts towards peaceful protesters and face minor 

sanctions.  During the Nuremberg trials, former Nazi leaders were indicted and tried as war 

criminals by the International Military Tribunal (IMT).While twenty-four members were set to 

be tried only twenty two were actually sentenced, the outcome including three defendants being 

acquitted, four sentenced to up to twenty years in jail, three being sentenced to life in jail, and 

twelve sentenced to death. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of South Africa (TRC) is a 

court-like body established by the new South African government in 1995 as an attempt to seek 

reconciliation for its people by exposing human rights violations that occurred during the period 

of apartheid, or segregation of South Africa. The main purpose of TRC was to gather 

information from both victims and perpetrators without actually punishing anyone for their past 

actions. The local reconciliation efforts of Rwanda included the detainment of 120,000 people 

for their role in the genocide that occurred in 1994. This was used as an attempt to allow all 



Rwandans to live together peacefully. Due to the large amount of perpetrators, a judicial 

response was pursued on three levels: the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), 

the national court system and the Gacaca courts. Some were tried by the Gacaca courts in which 

prisoners could repent for their crimes and seek reconciliation from the community, facing little 

to no punishment if they confessed to their crimes. While some of the perpetrators of the war 

crimes have been punished, the actions of the courts have not been effective in dealing with the 

problems. Many victims have yet to find justice, such as in Bosnia, where many of those at fault 

have yet to be punished, or in Rwanda, where many of them were set free. 

The International Criminal Court (ICC) cannot currently be effective. This is due to its 

need for a referral by Syria, or the United Nations Security Council, which will not happen as 

long as Russia has a say in the matter. We believe that the ICC should be involved in the 

situation at hand as the credibility of the European Union (EU) is also at stake as long as 

Russia’s actions go unpunished. We believe the EU must focus its efforts on credible pressure 

options to reinforce the current diplomatic track, including restrictive measures against Russian 

individuals and entities that are enabling Assad's indiscriminate bombardment of Aleppo and the 

Assad regime's commitment of war crimes. 

Syria is fairly homogeneous ethnically, with eighty percent of the population being Arab. 

Sixty percent of the population are Sunni-Muslim, twelve percent are Alawite-Muslim, about ten 

percent are Christian with a small amount of Jewish enclaves, and four percent are Druze. The 

northeast part of Syria consists mainly of Kurds, who make up about nine percent of the 

population. While religious differences are tolerated and minorities tend to retain distinct ethnic, 

cultural and religious identities, not to mention Assad’s claims of having protections set for 

minorities, these individuals have not been well protected. Incidents of sectarianism amongst the 



Sunni population have been found in the actions of both Hafez and Bashar al-Assad, whom are 

Alawites. Incidents against the Christian population have also been committed. On April 22, 

2013, two bishops were kidnapped and have not been heard from since. No government 

investigation has been conducted.  

In order to create a better future for Syria we believe that societal issues need to be 

addressed. These issues include the return of refugees, internally displaced persons, exiled 

persons and those randomly dismissed from their jobs. A  new social contract based on the 

principles of citizenship would be beneficial, where all components of the Syrian people are 

represented and further builds upon principles of freedom, equality, justice, and equal 

opportunities. The Syrian state should also abide by international conventions and treaties related 

to human rights, further committing to securing all legitimate cultural and religious rights for all 

of its components within the framework of unity of the state and the people. 

  



Committee on Cross-Border Issues 

 As a result of the Syrian conflict that has been raging for six years, relations between 

Syria and its bordering countries have shifted, leading to a lack of cooperation and increased 

hostility within the region. The Syrian regime’s violent response to the uprisings influenced by 

the Arab Spring movement of 2011 has not only created a war within the borders of the nation, 

but has affected its relations with neighboring countries Turkey, Iraq, Jordan, and Lebanon. 

Additionally, the crisis has allowed for foreign groups to spread and grow within the borders of 

the torn country. 

 Prior to the crisis, relations between Syria and Turkey were strained due to Turkey’s 

damming and control over the Euphrates and Orontes rivers, Syria’s indisputable sponsorship of 

the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), and the seventy-seven year long dispute over the Hatay 

Province. Despite these issues, Syria and Turkey united to improve their relationship. Efforts to 

strengthen the alliance between the two nations led to the establishment of the High Level 

Strategic Cooperation Council between the Syrian Arab Republic and the Republic of Turkey. 

This establishment, formally recognized on September 16, 2009, was aimed at expanding and 

solidifying cooperation on mutual issues and conflicts.    

 The Syrian regime’s response to the outbreak of anti-government uprisings caused a rift 

in the delicate relationship between these two states. Despite Ankara’s constant efforts to guide 

Damascus away from a civil war, Syria continued to confront its own civilians with violence. 

The decision to do so forced Turkey to side with the aspirations of the Syrian people.  

 Before the Arab uprisings began in Syria, the relationship between Damascus and its 

eastern neighbor only grew complex with time. Well aware of the United States’ presence in Iraq 

during the American invasion of 2003, Syria took action to disrupt this political process guided 



by Washington. The Syrian government did so by turning a blind eye to the flow of jihadist 

insurgents and arms on Iraqi soil. Iraqi officials soon began accusing Bashar al-Assad of 

harboring Iraqi Baathists with the intentions to undermine and destabilize their government. 

Iraq’s prime minister at the time, Nouri al-Maliki, later stated that, “ninety percent of terrorists 

from different Arabic nationalities infiltrated Iraq through Syrian territory.” 

 Despite the pugnacious history between the neighboring nations, Maliki was quick to 

position himself with the Assad regime following the Arab Spring. Out of fear of a Syrian 

government controlled by hostile Gulf forces and the terrorist undermining of efforts made in 

Iraq in 2003, Baghdad emerged as a new ally to the Assad regime. Its support included economic 

and financial assistance to the Regime while doing very little to prevent the flow of Iraqi Shia 

fighters infiltrating the 600 kilometer-long border to fight alongside Assad’s forces.  

 Focused on its own resilience and national security, Jordan has maintained extremely 

cautious relations with Syria. Jordan’s close proximity to the southern Syrian city of Daraa and 

the Golan Heights has made it a vigilant state, fearing an overspill of violence and political 

uprisings similar to those in Syria. This has forced Amman to increase its national border patrol,  

to defend against any Syrian army infiltration. Fearing to provoke a hostile response from the 

Syrian government, Jordan continues to maintain a fairly neutral stance on the conflict, hoping to 

maintain diplomatic ties with its northern neighbor. Nevertheless, the country has slowly began 

revealing its anti-Assad posture. 

 Following the assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq al-Hariri in 2005, 

international pressure and civil protests launched the Cedar Revolution, bringing the nearly thirty 

year-long Syrian occupation in Lebanon to an end. This not only marked the beginning of 

Lebanon’s own sovereignty, but led to Syria’s diplomatic recognition of the state’s identity. 



Syria and Lebanon finally established diplomatic relations in 2008, marking the beginning of a 

new relationship.  

  As the country with the most Syrian refugees per capita, Lebanon has been deeply 

affected by the mass influx of refugees. This tremendous inflow has not only overwhelmed 

Lebanese national authority, but has increased tensions between Beirut and Damascus, causing a 

political and sectarian divide, further deteriorating relations.  

 Prior to the peak of the Syrian crisis, Syria’s open door policy made it the destination for 

refugees seeking asylum and temporary shelter. According to the United Nations High 

Commissions for Refugees (UNHCR), Syria hosted over 1,300,000 refugees at the end of 2010, 

a vast majority of which were Iraqi. In addition, the country was host to refugees fleeing 

Somalia, Sudan, Afghanistan, and Palestine. Alongside unsanitary and overcrowded urban 

housing, refugee camps, such as Yarmouk Camp, became home to fleeing civilians seeking a 

safe haven in Syria. 

The ongoing crisis in Syria has left a toxic footprint for which little has been done to 

reduce. From 2007 to 2010, Syria experienced one of the worst droughts in the last century, only 

to be exacerbated by human-driven climate change. According to the Proceedings of the National 

Academy of Sciences, not only did the drought leave an environmental impact in Syria, but it 

worsened the pre-existing instability in the country, fueling the anti-government insurrection that 

later led to Syria’s civil war. Alongside toxic residues from artillery and bombs, contamination 

by heavy metals, the demolition of buildings and the destruction of water sources, the Syrian 

civil war seemed to only aggravate the environmental crisis already exacerbated by the conflict. 

 Terrorism within Syria remains a vital concern that poses a threat to regional security, 

with instances such as the 2008 car bombing on the outskirts of Damascus and several other car 



bombings by radical jihadists. Suicide bombings remain a common medium of terrorism in 

Syria. The Syrian government itself has been accused by Turkey of sponsoring terrorism, 

claiming that, “the [Assad] regime has become one of terrorism.”  

 The current political instability and volatility of the region has drawn in jihadist groups 

and foreign powers such as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS). Planning to exploit 

the crisis in Syria, the Islamic State joined the rebellion against Bashar al-Assad in 2011 and has 

since seized control of territory and expanded its influence in the region. Its involvement in the 

conflict has exacerbated humanitarian issues, with more than 300,000 deaths in 2015. This has 

made the path to a resolution an arduous one. 

 Due to Syria's current instability, national borders have since been controlled and secured 

by forces controlling the different regions. ISIS’s control of central and eastern Syria has given it 

access to the shared border with Iraq. Similarly, Kurdish presence in the north and government 

control of the west has made these forces responsible for the security of Syria’s national borders.  

The Syrian conflict has created hostility and continues to destabilize Syria’s political 

landscape in the Middle East. The longer the civil war lasts, the longer the atrocities will occur. 

The High Negotiations Council has come forward to help end the suffering caused by the Syrian 

conflict. We hope to find a common ground with the participating delegations to not only end the 

control of an oppressive regime, but to ensure a prosperous future and stability of Syria and its 

civilians. In hopes to represent the aspirations of the Syrian people, we welcome and encourage 

efforts to resolve and end the crisis that has ruined the lives of over 13 million people.  

 


