Title: Briefing Paper of the Dawa Party
Committees:
I. Federalism and Autonomy:

Nasteho Ali
II. Security:



Kit Ha Un
III. 2014 Elections:


Mehdi Kaldy 
IV. Religion and Sectarianism:
            Waleed Hassan
V. Regional Affairs:


David Agastra 
VI. Resources:                                      Robert Grochowski
VII. Media:


            Emmanuelle Hernandez
Part A: Introduction 
The Dawa party was created in order to push for a movement that would promote Islamic values and ethics, which would become an instrument for political activeness. The Dawa Party decided to finally form in 1957, a time when religion was ignorant and political activity was very low, the people continually fought for their religion but didn’t have political means to demonstrate their frustration. Mohammad Baqir al-Sadr was the original former party founder, for the purpose of expanding those rights to the people of Iraq. The Dawa Party was much less oppressive than that of the government, which gave people freedom although we have had a tremendous amount of influence upon the citizens of Iraq. Its thousands of members incorporate their beliefs and religion into everyday life and we are a widespread party that currently instill universal beliefs, Islamic ethics, and still practice Democracy. The Dawa Party is ﬂexible enough to accommodate the multitude of dimensions of political change. This reﬂects the compatibility of Islamism and Iraqi nationalism within the party itself.  
Part B: Key Points 
1. Federalism and Autonomy: Power in the hands of regions, united by strong central government. Ending sectional tension between religious groups to strengthen Iraqi nationalism.
2. Security: Safer communities, crackdown on terrorism and crime, disbanding militias and securing borders
3. Elections: Elections were feared and crucial and Iraq as well as the Dawa Party anticipates a civil war if the international intervention occurs. 
4. Religion and Sectarianism: The Dawa party use Islamic ideologies of justice, liberty, and equality to affiliate their political movement. The main goal is to equally represent the interests of all Iraqi citizens despite religious differences. Ensure reinforcement of safety of all citizens from discrimination and guarantee protection for the minority groups of Iraq.
5. Regional Affairs: Protect Iraq's independence; ensure its national sovereignty and maintain good international relations. Build further connections with the West. Focus on building the image of Iraq to increase number of allies.
6. Resources: Aims to reverse the oppression created by the Baath Party and utilize Iraq’s resources to promote of free enterprise. Help conserve the resources of Iraq by slowing down the export of oil and other precious resources.
7. Media: The Islamic Dawa Party Media Office is responsible for expressing the party’s voice, and oversees the party’s newspaper and TV channel. Goal is to solidify a positive image  of the government and the  Iraqi nation. Unite the Iraqi people through media.
Part C. Background 
Created in 1957, in the city of Najaf, Iraq, the Dawa Party was inspired by Mohammed Baqir Al-Sadr who was a philosopher, theologian and political theorist of his day. Abdul Sahib Dukheil, Mohammed Mahdi Al-Hakim, Mohammed Sadiq Al-Qamoosee, Mohammed Salih Al-Adeeb, Mohammed Baqir Al-Hakim, Murtadha Alaskary and Talib Al-Rafa’ee also assisted in establishing the Dawa Party. When the party was created, it was during the time of widespread ignorance about religion and great disputes in politics, so the goal of the Dawa Party was to create a movement that would promote Islamic values and ethics making it a tool for political activeness. Mohammed Baqir Al-Sadr laid out the foundation for the party and its political ideology based on Wilayat Al-Umma meaning the Governance of the People.
The party began to gain popularity after July 14th 1958 Coup. When General Qasim seized power in the country, he did not focus much on political parties which gave the Dawa Party advantage to emerge. Qasim was a secularist who had good relations with the Iraqi Communist Party and it was more that Qasim earned the enmity of the clerics with actions such as his land reform measures that impacted on the traditional landlords, who were the main financial backers of the Shiite clergy.The Dawa Party held regular political and religious programmes, debates and open discussion, published books and journals in order to promote their party. 
The Dawa Party gave Iraqis a new viewpoint that combines universal values. When the Baath party were unsuccessful in gaining power in 1963, the Dawa party continued mass educating, and organized peaceful student demonstrations celebrating various religious events in the calendar. The Islamic Dawa Party was the first modern Islamist group to be formed in Iraq and went through a long struggle with the Iraqi government that resulted in its banning by the Baathists, open warfare with Saddam Hussein’s regime, which forced it to go underground, and led many of its members to go into exile. Below is an interview with Dr. Rodger Shanahan, a former officer in the Australian army and senior adviser in the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs. He is currently a non-resident fellow at the Lowy Institute for International Policy who specializes in the Middle East. Dr. Shanahan goes through the history of the Dawa Party, and how that has shaped the worldview of Iraq’s Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki.
One of the confrontations that the Dawa Party had were with the Baath Party. The Baath Party led a successful military coup on the 17th of July 1968 and on the 4th of April 1969, the Baath Regime declared its opposition to religious practices through a declaration distributed to government employees, stating "the complete elimination of Islamic movements as they constitute the biggest hindrance to the goals of the Baath party.” Iraqi security began attacking members of the Dawa Party and our great leader, Abdul Sahib Dekhail was the first to be executed by the regime. Although executions and aggressive intimidations continued by the Baathist security, the Dawa Party was able to continue its expansion; in fact the violence that was shown toward the Dawa Party helped gain supporters. 
The Iranian Revolution, with all Islamic groups, influenced the Dawa Party because it showed what was possible through public action under the guidance of an ‘alim’ or leading cleric. It was a great fillip for those who advocated militancy in the face of unjust rule. The party did not immediately create one of the first factional splits within Dawa. Many Dawa members sought sanctuary in Iran, the Iranians for their part were keen to convert to Shiite Islamist Dawa members to their concept of vilayat al-faqih or governorship of the jurist.
Throughout the 1900s the Dawa Party continued to work with other exiled opposition groups and lobbied the international community to try Saddam Hussein and his regime for war crimes and crimes against humanity, calling for help against the dictator. During that time, Dawa strongly opposed the economic sanctions that were imposed after the second Gulf war when Iraqis died of malnutrition and lack of medical supplies while Saddam lived lavishly. 
After the fall of Saddam in 2003, Dawa Party members started returning to Iraq and faced rivals like the Sadrists and the Supreme Council. Despite this, many members and leaders played a leading role in the efforts to bring democracy to Iraq. Many offices were quickly set up across Iraq, in which the Party consistently attracted the highest percentage of support amongst the Iraqi people. However, the Dawa Party’s prominence and advocacy of freedom and democracy made it a target for terrorists fighting to rob Iraqis of the rights and liberties that has been sacrificed so much to gain. 
After the formation of the Governing Council in July 2003, the Dawa leader Dr. Ibrahim Al-Jaafari became its first rotating President and on the 28th April 2005, Iraqis voted in Ibrahim Al-Jaafari as Prime Minister of the first democratically elected interim Iraqi government. This was a great success due to the long history of struggle and sacrifice in the way of freeing the Iraqi people from dictatorship, On 20th May 2006, Nouri Al-Maliki, another senior leader in Dawa, was approved by the elected Iraqi Council of Representatives to head Iraq's first full-term national unity government. The party held its first ever conference on Iraqi soil on April 19-21, 2007. This was a historical achievement for the Dawa Party. 
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Part D. Issues 
I. Committee on Federalism and Autonomy
The dilemmas facing Iraq with federalism corresponds directly with the identity conflict which has dominated Iraqi politics since the regime change in 2003. Federalism became constitutional in 2005 simply as a measure to deal with the failing political system in modern Iraq through which power could be distributed. It was evident however that violence in the country was widespread. The ongoing violence and instability prompted the United States to increase troop numbers in Iraq (the “surge” in U.S. forces) in an attempt to improve the security situation and give Iraqi political leaders an opportunity to address the many problems that plagued the Iraqi people. Following the troop increase and adjustments to military strategy, violence declined, thereby providing political space and an improved environment for leaders to make progress on difficult national issues.The Dawa party strongly believes that the system of federalism essentially saves the Iraqi nation from returning back to the failed system. We assert that as our role of representation for our country, federalism is the inherent solution and the Dawa Party reaffirms that we serve the needs of all our citizens despite the ethno-sectarian sentiment that appears to exist.
 During the years of former President Hussein, Iraq adopted a dictatorial rule, that ended in the assassination of our president and the oppression and maltreatment of our people. The solution was federalism, it has remedied our broken country from the shackles of totalitarian rule and has liberated us to adopt a power sharing method that represents the interests of all our people.  Iraq's 2005 constitution grants each individual province the right to call for a referendum to be held within its borders with a view to forming a federal region. Assuming a majority of voters accept, the newly formed region would acquire very significant constitutional powers that provinces are currently denied.Many Iraqis strongly believe that any such move could lead to the formation of a number of sub-national entities, which could cause the country to fragment along ethnic and sectarian lines, and perhaps even to fall apart completely. Politically, The Dawa Party seeks to continue the method in the constitution to uphold the rights of our people. In addition, we seek to encourage the establishment of federal reigns based on region rather than ethnicity to assure equal representation and ease the growing tension between religious sects. 
We also strongly discourage the establishment of separate reign based on ethnicity because we believe as Muslims who believe in Allah as the creator, we should and must be tolerant of all other groups and it would be insulting and unforgiving, if the nation of our Iraq simply allowed this. What would this show to our brother countries? Our competitors in the west? Are we not amongst those who can rise despite beliefs? The Dawa party seeks to reinforce brotherhood in a country that has forgotten love. Unfortunately for our country, we have been torn apart by religious differences in the name of the One we all call our Lord. This has impacted not only our reputation as a country but our very security. This leads us to believe that is essential that we reinforce a strong central government to cater to the needs of all groups of people and in addition unify our country by providing equal opportunity and increasing security to all regions. The central government's jurisdiction should be wider and stronger than the provincial government. The unity of Iraq depends on the central government. There is a bright future for Iraq, however, this will never be achieved if the tensions between groups are not settled. In order for Iraq to rise and greatness and to satisfy the needs of all people, a central government is essential. 
Additionally, we are a major supporter of federalism in Iraq because we believe that through federalism, Iraq can leave and put behind decades of overweening and controlling central government, while preserving the unity of the country. Considering all of these factors, the Dawa  party considers allying itself with the United States based on their values of strong central government alongside many others who strive for the same thing.
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II. Committee on Security 
The issue of security in Iraq is a major issue. Iraq’s security is very unstable often times being attacked by terrorists namely Saddamists and the Al Qaeda backed foreigners. The conflict in Iraq is inflicting immense suffering on the entire population, civilians bear the burden of the relentless violence and the tremendously awful security provided. The security that is held in Iraq is weak and the excessive violence are disrupting the lives and livelihoods of millions every day.
Recently, the Iraqi government has lost control of Fallujah to Al-Qaeda-linked militants, after days of fighting due to an anti-government protest camp's removal. Cities in Ramadi and Fallujah have been held by militants for days because of fighting that erupted in the Ramadi when security forces removed the main anti-government protest camp set up after demonstrations broke out in late 2012 against what Sunni Arabs say is the marginalization and targeting of their community. Anger at the Shiite-led government among the Sunni minority is seen as one of the main drivers of the worst violence to hit Iraq in five years. Their ultimate goal is to destabilize Iraq and ignite civil war, stopping its progress towards democracy and freedom. Often times, they target innocent Iraqi citizens, the Iraqi guards, police, and government officials by using suicide bombings, mortar rocket attacks, beheadings and kidnappings. Other forms of violence include Shootings, murders, and military operations forcing thousands of people to flee their homes and seek safety elsewhere in Iraq or in neighboring countries. The hundreds of thousands of displaced people scattered across Iraq find it particularly difficult to cope with the ongoing crisis. They also target infrastructures ruining the water supplies, electricity grids, and oil pipes.
Between independent Kurdish region and the oil-rich Shia provinces, the heart of the country is trapped in ethnic and sectarian strife, vicious political factionalism and foreign meddling. The prime minister of Iraq, Nuri al-Maliki presents a mafia don figure and isn’t doing much. Operation Iraqi Freedom about 10 years ago left the Iraqis with nothing, except the without foreign armies they could not have toppled Saddam Hussein. Saddam Hussein ruled Iraq with a brutal hand. He used fear and terror to stay in power. On March 19, 2003, the United States attacked Iraq and Hussain  fled Baghdad. U.S. forces then found Hussein hiding in near Tikrit. Much of the country’s private sector is shackled.
Another major issue around Security is the protection of families and women. Women’s social status and rights in Iraq have been violated and thrown aside for many years. Making up 65% of the Iraqi population, women are a vital part of the culture. According to a United Nations report, the kidnapping, rape and murder of women is on the rise. Honor killings, or the killing of a woman who brought perceived dishonor to her family, is up also. Women, both Muslims and non-Muslims are warned to adhere to the strict dress code. Women in Iraq have been forced to give up hard earned rights, such as employment, freedom of movement, abolition of polygamy, and the right to education and health services, seeking instead, protection for themselves and their families. The occupation of Iraq in 2003 left Iraqi women in a terrible state of deterioration on two levels. The first level is relevant to women as citizens in an environment with a paucity of guarantees and protection by a reliable national criminal justice system representing international standards subjugating women as well as men to violations of their human rights. The second level deals with gender-related violence in public which is particularly relevant during occupation, war and armed conflict, often providing the context for sexual abuse, rape, and trafficking of women and girls. 
Women have played an important role in the Dawa Party since 1957, they helped shaped the party’s objectives, inspire the party’s developments, and also contributes the everyday functioning of the party. Women played a major role in the struggle against Saddam Hussein, the fight against injustice and oppression and giving their lives away for Iraq. Hussein’s dictatorship hindered the growth of female involvement in the last few years, and as the Dawa PArty we are committed in improving the women’s rights in future elections
In the Dawa Party we believe that Iraqi women should have equal roles in the social and political rebuilding of Iraq. We want to encourage more women to join the country’s ranks, to take up positions in the executive, legislative and judicial branches of government, and to play a more active role in social reform.
As the Dawa Party, our security plan involves creating safer communities for families, cracking down on terrorism and crime, and disbanding militias and securing borders. We will work hard to provide security to all Iraq’s citizens, enabling the advancement of democracy and freedom in Iraq. We want to build a peaceful, democratic, federal country that abides by international laws and regulations. There are 7 key points that we as the Islamic Dawa party purpose: We denounce all forms of terrorism and work to establish peace and security for all the citizens of Iraq; additionally, we comply with the Iraqi constitution that states "Terrorism, ethnic cleansing, and 'takfireen' are banned, as is the Saddamist Baath Party.” We will also authorize the police and the military to crackdown on terrorism and crimes such as fraud and drug-trafficking and put an end to it. We will also develop and advance the military and police institutions predominantly on the basis of loyalty to Iraq's national interests and its citizens. Military and police recruitment must be based on morality and honesty of the new Iraqi soldiers or police. In addition, policies of racial and religious discrimination that were practiced inside security institutions by Saddam's regime will be banned. There will be no tolerance of corruption and bribery in the institutions, this includes the support of the 'Nazaha Committee' in uprooting corruption. Lastly, we will ensure that anyone accused of terrorist activities and those financing them will have a fair hearing. 
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III. Committee on 2014 Elections
Baghdad has been one of the most affected communities when it came to violence related to politics. The people in this city have been some of the most vulnerable when it came to bombs and mortar strikes. “Bombs and mortar shells pounded Baghdad on Sunday, killing at least 40 people and wounding dozens more”  (Parker). Elections in Iraq have been crucial for a better future, but devastations continue to get in the way of these changes. These elections over time have proved to give a remarkably turn out because of the amount of soldiers actually patrolling and watching over the area. In 2010 the elections were crucial for U.S military because it would lead to the withdrawal of over 50,000 troops. 

2013 was one of the bloodiest years since the 2003 invasion, and there are fears the 2014 will also lead to an increase in violence, causing Civil War. “Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki is under pressure from his allies in and outside Iraq to demonstrate inclusiveness in his government” (Caution Icon Attention). The pressure which he faces to try and show his power will be important in showing his allies that he can control his society and that he has control. These 2014 elections will have to include the help of the United States because of the want of protection for the communities. There is a fear that if there isn’t enough security as the polls the turnout may not be what the Government wants. There could be a increased chance of violence if there is no one guarding the people.  Usama al- Nujaifi said "If the security conditions worsen, the elections could be postponed (or) if they are held, they will take place under inappropriate conditions," (Ryan). By postponing these elections, it would send out negative vibes to allies around. 

Past Iraqi elections have not been so successful because even though in 2010 they were able to help the U.S take out their military, there have still been strikes and bombings around the areas of Baghdad which have been the usual aftermaths for elections. Ever since 2003, there has been a increasing want by the government officials to try and control the people around but they have said they cannot do it themselves without international intervention. 

“The U.S. official said Washington continued to press Iraq leaders to do more themselves to end political disagreements, which have often broken down along sectarian or ethnic lines. "These are long-standing issues that were in Iraq before 2003 and are still there today," the official said.” (Ryan). To get passed these elections the Iraqi leaders must set a tone that is coherent and have a balanced agenda. To meet the needs of these people doesn’t take days or weeks. To work with these people will probably end up taking generations such as many countries even our own who hasn’t answered its own people’s problems. The Iraqi government does not face impossible problems because many of them are alike to what many countries have had in their pasts. Rivalries with different concepts, religions that can’t mix and also included political differences. 

There is much fear is the upcoming election. 2014 could be a year which could lead to another Civil War in Iraq, it could also be a year for change. Mr. Usama al-Nujaifi believes that with the United States help in these elections, there could be a possible chance that intervention might actually lead to a positive outcome. He has feared that there might be a lower turnout this year because of growing tensions. Yet there is hope that with this movement a Democracy shall come about and finally aid not these people that have lived in Iraq their whole lives, but those who have come to Iraq as refugees. The people that do come about in this area do want something special to happen and it is bound to.

The voters in Iraq are not these people that we see as refugees coming in but they are the people who are seen as citizens in the Iraqi government. So a question is raised if that is fair that those who are citizens are the ones who are voting. It is fair in my opinion because they are the ones who are legally noticed by the government. Yet it is not like these people are ignorant of what is happening around them. The people should be understanding enough such as those in the Dawa party who want there to be an exercise of speech for all. There are those people who want to have a Democracy and peaceful society. There are those who want to finally want to be safe home and not want to stay in their house scared that they might be attacked. These are the people of Iraq, they are the voice that will help the government, but they are also the problem, they will be the solution once they put their problems aside and put forth an idea respected and cherished by all.
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IV. Committee on Religion and Sectarianism 
        
Shia–Sunni discord in Iraq started with disagreement over the relative population of the two groups. (CIA) According to most sources, including the CIA's World Factbook, the majority of Iraqis are Shia Arab Muslims (around 65%), and Sunnis represent about 32% of the population. However, Sunni are split ethnically between Arabs, Kurds and Turkmen. Many Sunnis strongly dispute their minority status. One Sunni belief shared by Jordan's King Abdullah as well as his then Defense Minister Shaalan is that Shia numbers in Iraq were inflated by Iranian Shias crossing the border. Shia scholar Vali Nasr believes the election turnout in summer and December 2005 confirmed a strong Shia majority in Iraq. Some of the worst sectarian strife ever has occurred after the start of the Iraq War, steadily building up to present. Deaths from American and allied military collateral damage have become overshadowed by the cycle of Sunni–Shia revenge killing—Sunni often using car bombs,with Shia favoring death squads. Takfir motivation for many of these killings may come from Sunni insurgent leader Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. Before his death Zarqawi was one to quote Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab, especially his infamous statement urging followers to kill the Shia of Iraq, and calling the Shias "snakes". An al-Qaeda-affiliated website posted a call for "a full-scale war on Shiites all over Iraq, whenever and wherever they are found."On the Shia side, in early February 2006 militia-dominated government death squads were reportedly "torturing to death or summarily" executing "hundreds" of Sunnis "every month (CBC).
        
The federal government of Iraq is defined under the current Constitution as a democratic, federal parliamentary Islamic republic. The federal government is composed of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches, as well as numerous independent commissions. Aside from the federal government, there are regions , governorates, and districts within Iraq with jurisdiction over various matters as defined by law. (The Dawa Party) Some have argued that Iraqi society was largely not sectarian during the rule of President Hussein. However, the Sunni population was favoured by Hussein. Certain elements of the Iraqi insurgency and foreign terrorist organizations who came to Iraq after the fall of Saddam have targeted Shias in sectarian attacks. Following the civil war, the Sunnis have complained of discrimination by Iraq's Shia majority government, which is bolstered by the fact that Sunni detainees were allegedly discovered to have been tortured in a compound used by government forces on November 15, 2005. This sectarianism has fueled a giant level of emigration and internal displacement. Some people advocate an independent nation for the Sunnis of Iraq. One possible scenario envisages splitting Iraq into three: Kurdistan in the north, Iraq in the center and Basra in the south. The thinking is that if each community is busy nation-building, they would not be attacking each other as they would be within a single country where the communities may be striving for political dominance at expense of other communities instead of working together. Just like, British India split into Hindu-dominant India and Muslim-dominant Pakistan in 1947. After a two-year trial, Malaysia split into Malay-dominant Malaysia and Chinese-dominant Singapore in 1965. (BBC)
 
The Dawa party use Islamic ideologies of justice, liberty, and equality to affiliate their political movement. They are determined in their belief that religion is about achieving peace and equality in society, and fostering within the individual a sense of morality, justice and responsibility. During the last decades, the Dawa Party believed true Islam has been kidnapped by an extremist minority whose views and actions represented the most serious separation and misrepresentation of Islam and religion altogether. In Iraq, there can be no place for movements which promote suicide bombings against innocents, which try to spread enmity between different branches in Islam, and which deny women the most basic of human rights. We believe that we are fighting to reclaim the moderate and progressive stance of Islam. (Islamic Dawa Party)
As of 1980, women of the age of 18 and older were allowed to vote. The Dawa party believes that Iraqi women have an equal role to play in the social and political rebuilding of our country. Moreover, the party seeks to encourage more women to join its ranks, to take up positions in the executive, legislative and judicial branches of government, and to play a more active role in social reform. Iraqi youth, who constitute the majority of the population, will be the pioneers of tomorrow, and it is the party’s commitment to ensure they will be ready to lead the country into an era of peace, prosperity and promise, after many decades of darkness and sorrow. (OWFI)
Sources
Ahmad, Nasik, Yanar Mohammed, and Nadia Mahmoud. "Founding Statement."Organization of 
Women's Freedom in Iraq. Organization of Women's Freedom in Iraq, June 2003. Web. 17 
Mar. 2014.
"Guide to Political Groups in Iraq." BBC News. BBC, 11 Nov. 2010. Web. 17 Mar. 2014.
News, CBC. "Sectarian Violence Kills 36 during Climax of Shia Holy Festival." CBCnews. 
CBC/Radio Canada, 30 Jan. 2007. Web. 17 Mar. 2014.
"The Islamic Dawa Party." The Islamic Dawa Party. Islamic Dawa Party, n.d. Web. 17 Mar. 2014.
"The World Factbook- Iraq." Central Intelligence Agency. Central Intelligence Agency, n.d. Web. 17 
Mar. 2014.
V. Committee on Regional Affairs  
The Political party of the Dawa party is very involved in its own country. It was formed in 1957 in its holy city of Najf. Mohammad Baqir al-sadr- emerged as one of the leading members and basically laid out the foundation for the party The aim of creating this party was to help create a movement which would help promote islamic values and ethics. By doing this they were basically showing that they could build an instrument for political activities.:We believe embracing the centrality of the Iraqi National Identity is the only means by which we can keep Iraq united and strong.” (The Islamic Dawa Party)  By laying out this path for future political activists, it allowed (I hope you did not fall asleep :)) for more room for change.
Overall Iraq is not the only country however looking for change. There are a multitude of countries around that include Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Syria. These countries all evidently changing because of either social, political, economical or environmental needs. On the right, Iran, who Iraq knows has people who have incentive to get Nuclear Weapons.  On the left, Syria, another country who has people who seek to further increase their nuclear arsenal. North, Turkey lies as one of the economical powers in the middle east. Last but not least, Saudi Arabia, a well known superpower when it comes to economics.  All four of the countries obviously do not have the same agendas set as hand. Now it is a generalization saying that Syria and Iraq do have means for Terror but as we know there are forces that Iraq has encountered that has shown means for violence.
Iraq’s situation is a complex one because it cannot coherently work to please all four countries it is surrounded by because it would be a total and utter mess writing that down in paper. Yet Iraq does have a job in a sense that it a power which should “balance” all four countries and make sure no one has means and tries to take over any other. The fact that it lies in middle of all four power houses gives it a big responsibility when it comes to “Who to represent”.
Refugees come to Iraq from various countries which include those from Iran, SaudI Arabia and even Syria. These people come to Iraq because they seek a different and hopefully better life for their families. These refugees impact  Iraq because they are becoming part of the public that want to be represented since they cannot be represented in their home countries. Iraq is special because it would have to establish a constitution which would have to “connect all four corners of the world”. Iraq not only has to take into account its people but also their religious affiliation.
Christians and Muslims have been known to not want to assimilate when it comes to coming together as a “community”. Yet the political activists who want to create something to unite it’s people have to work through religion. They would have to sew together a constitution that bounds the people not for their religion but heritage if they seek change. Religion has a major impact when it comes to foreign relations because to work with people that don’t particularly have your point of view is contradictory to what they should do. Yet trading does occur from Iraq to Syria because of strategic division. There are limits to how these trades can be done because of the fact there are pressures from countries surrounded it.
        Iraqi relations with the United States have been “improving” because aid is now becoming available to people in Iraq and their diplomats have been sent to countries around them to help increase relationships. By allowing internal relations to improve and actually work for the better good Iraq is becoming a predominantly good country because the political activists such as Mr. Mohammad are allowing for the people’s voices to be heard. “we believe that tied to the success of democracy in Iraq is the founding and promotion of civil society”(The Islamic Dawa Party). Humanitarian help has dramatically become a part of the Iraqi society because a lot of people who are coming are refugees and literally could have nothing on them but clothing.
        Iran and Iraq who share a longer border of land and heritage have had their dramatic problems in the past regarding the 14 July revolution which happened in Iraq, but have normalized during this decade  after the fall of Saddam Hussein. Relations then would lead to over 100 agreements amendments between the countries and would help them be stabilized. The Dawa Party itself has no direct relationship with Iran, or any other country. Being part of the government we work to build strong economic, political and cultural ties with the international community in general and our neighbours in particular. Iran, for example, is a neighbor which important again given the long borders it shares with Iraq. Our stance is simple, we want Iraq to have strong ties with Iran, and vice versa with neighboring Arab states and with Turkey. Simultaneously, we trust and expect of our neighbors to not interfere in Iraq’s internal affairs, or to fight proxy wars on Iraqi soil. Common respect for each state’s sovereignty and independence must form in order for the relationship between Iraq and its neighbors, as well as countries of the region and the world at large to work. We are an Iraqi political party that, despite holding beliefs of a universal nature that naturally transcend nationalist lines, works above all within and for Iraqi interests. We in the Islamic Dawa Party are committed to fulfilling the aspirations of all Iraqis, regardless of differences in ethnicity or religion” (The Islamic Dawa Party).
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VI. Committee on Resources 
The resources that Iraq and the Dawa party possess are so rich that it gives the country the potential to become one of the greatest resourceful countries in the world. The economy of Iraq is prosperous and booming and makes it a very rich country to be able to feed off of. Iraq has the second largest oil preserves in the world, estimated at around 112.5 billion barrels of oil, which is around 11% of the world’s oil. Clearly Oil dominates the economy of Iraq which creates about 95% of the country’s foreign exchanges. Although about half of Iraq’s land is used for cultivation of agriculture and creation of handmade products, oil still dominates the economy due to its extremely large demand. The Dawa Party extensively aims at rectifying the economic problems left behind by the previous regime. This involves the first instigating change in Iraqi society. During its rule, the Baath Party made people heavily dependent on government handouts and killed any spirit or type of entrepreneurship. They were a type of suppression to any freedom or capitalism within the country, although the Dawa Party aims to reverse this by making the promotion of free enterprise one of our main priorities. 
        
The economy of Iraq is extremely unevenly distributed by its large amount of control of oil. This creates a capitalistic situation for a certain group of members to be able to take advantage of the Oil, if they are either refiners of the oil or direct buyers or sellers. Smaller resources in the economy such as small markets or even black markets are still incomparable to the distributive amounts that oil offers in the economy. Food and water is still easily accessible due to the large cultivation of land across the country. Iraq is a third world country and they benefit greatly off of natural resources.
The Dawa Party and Iraq have established democratic rights in the country in order to guarantee citizens their rights. Citizen’s rights are composed of The Traditional law, which are the basic fundamental principles to leading a Democratic society in Iraq. We have made it so that all Iraqi citizens are equal without any regard to gender, race, and ethnicity, political and religious beliefs. Iraq and the Dawa Party are trying to decentralize power in order to create a complete Democracy and give people the independence that is wanted. Iraq and the Dawa Party have created these principles in order to correct and to help the situation of becoming a free open Democracy just like the United States.
        
There is still intense tension between people in Iraq, there has been a great deal of conflict between rebellions and the government. What needs to be done in order to better the part of Democracy that is trying to be instilled by the Dawa Party is to try to suppress the rebellions that take place. Although there is a great instilment of decentralization of government within the Iraqi country, there should still be a political force created and enforced in order to keep the peace.
        
The situation of a fairer amount of resources being distributed will be extremely difficult to overcome and may take an extremely long time because of the subject of Oil. In this industry Oil is power in many aspects of the economy due to its high demand by 1st world countries, especially the United States. To overcome this inequality in the resourceful economy the Dawa party must aim an extensive amount of their work to getting oil fairly distributed throughout the land, for others to be able to sell. This is Iraq only prosperous option, because if they used another iconic item to control their markets, they would make much less money, and the economy would be much less prosperous because Oil is in large demand and Iraq is able to supply enough oil and satisfy, and be able to profit of off this, and still being potentially to control a big portion of the market. Iraq’s resources for the most part are distributed evenly in terms of people getting what they need in order to live every day and create the country to be one of the most prosperous countries in the world.
Sources
"The Islamic Dawa Party." The Islamic Dawa Party. N.p., n.d. Web. 17 Mar. 2014.
"Islamic Dawa Party." Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, 15 Mar. 2014. Web. 17 Mar. 2014.
VII. Committee on Media
The Islamic Dawa Party Media Office is responsible for expressing the party’s voice, and oversees the party’s newspaper and TV channel (“Organisation”). The Media Office is in charge of promoting the party’s values and principles to the people of Iraq which will ensure that our voice is being heard After having gone through such troubling times such as with the persecution of party’s sympathizers and Ba'athist leader Saddam Hussein’s imperialist regime, it has come our attention that Iraq’s restoration be ensured and that the people receive complete awareness of our party’s values, goals, and plans of action (“Party History;” “Our Beliefs”). It is imperative that our own people understand what the Islamic Dawa party represents in order have full cooperation with the nation as a whole.
As another of our prime responsibilities, the Media Office oversees the party’s newspaper and television channel (“Organisation”). While we do not focus on transmitting information through electronic means, the party does have its own website in which its agenda, values, history and party structure are all fully outlined and detailed in the most comprehensible way possible (“FAQ;”“Our Beliefs;” “Party History;” “Organisation”). This website gives anybody who has electronic access the ability to see a clear depiction of the party as a whole. Such as the use of electronic media is everyday becoming more and more prevalent in the 21st century, it is only obligatory that the Islamic Dawa Party uses it to provide foreign nations a clear picture of what it is all about.
One of the biggest problems there is with Iraq’s media is the level of hostility and danger that revolves around journalists and news organizations. The capital of Iraq, Baghdad is one of the most dangerous cities in the world for journalists (Jamail).Over 341 Iraqi journalists and media workers have been killed since that start of the invasion (Ibid). Iraqi government officials had to revoke on April 28 the operating licenses of 10 television stations, including Al-Jazeera, after accusing the networks of contributing to growing sectarian violence in the country (Iraqi Networks). One Iraqi Television station known as Al-Zawraa had to forcefully be shut down due to its blatant sectarian messages promoting a civil war between the sects (Al-Rawi).Yasser Faisal, an Iraqi freelance cameraman for Reuters from Fallujah, stated after the withdrawal of US forces, "the situation has become even more dangerous" because "there are no international organisations or laws that can protect you, so you can only work if you have contacts or relations with the Iraqi army or police" (Jamail).
While the Iraqi Constitution guarantees the freedom of expression and the freedom of press, the instability in Iraq has gotten to the point that censorship of media outlets that promotes sectarianism and violence is deemed necessary (Iraqi Journalists). In fact, the Iraqi Communications and Media Commission (CMC) released a plan in February 2010, to begin licensing local and international broadcast media, to accredit individual journalists and require a list of employee names from each media outlet (Ibid). This regulation also prohibits any writing that may incite sectarianism or violence. According to the Iraqi Constitution, CMC is an independent authority that does not associate to any other governmental entity, aims to regulate and develop the media and telecommunications sectors in Iraq under the modern international criteria (“About Us”). This means that with the CMS’s help, we will be efficient to bringing Iraq to restrictionless media. 
Media under President Saddam Hussein's Ba'ath party was severely limited and strictly controlled by the state (“Party History;” Londoño). There was one news network called Iraqi News Agency which functioned solely as a mouthpiece for the regime (Londoño). Any media other than that under the approval of the government was barred. Satellite dishes were illegal (Ibid). Although this may have been avoided by some of Baghdad's elite, the fear of being turned in or found out made this an uncommon occurrence. 
Through the power of the media, the Islamic Dawa party will educate the people of the Iraqi nation about our ideology and cause. We are purely humanitarian and what we want is the the complete restoration and prosperity of this nation. That is why we must eradicate all forms of sectarian boundaries, which thrives on exaggerating differences between the different sects in an attempt to divide and fragment the social fabric that unites Iraqis together (“FAQ”). Through its power and might, the Media Office will use the tool of information to unite the people of Iraq. 
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E. Five Key Issues to be addressed at the conference in order of importance (bullet format).
· Federalism- Conflicts on the establishment of a central government that serves the needs of all people equally.
· Security- There isn’t security for the country especially for women and children.. 
· Religion and Sectarianism- Conflicts between Sunnis and Shias creates sectarianism.  
· Regional Affairs- Favored by first world countries because of steady demand of oil. 
· Resources- Resources aren't being distributed evenly because of the main focus of oil. 
· Media- The amount of freedom of press that should be restricted by the government 
