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Courses
	EPIIC
	Negotiation Skills
	U.S. Intelligence and Foreign Policymaking
	Achieving Flow
	Microfinance
	Inquiry


Experiential education and research
	IGL Global Fellows
	Tufts Latin American Committee
	Women in International Relations
	TAAG
	ALLIES
	Amnesty International
	MERG
	Oslo Scholars
	Synaptic Scholars


International Exchange
	Global Perspectives on Race, Justice and Equity
	Public Diplomacy
	TILIP


Expert Mentoring
	Alumni Advisory Discussions 
	IGL Pugwash Thematic Initiatives
	Jonathan Moore Memorial Lecture Series
	INSPIRE
	Voices from the Field


Social Entrepreneurship
	Tufts International Development
	Empower 
	EWB


Awards
	Alexandra Boulat Award
	Damyanova Award
	Dr. Jean Mayer Award
	Tim Hetherington Award


Past Programs
	European Horizons
	Innocence International
	Narrative & Documentary


Publications and Podcasts
	Podcast: African Voices, African Arguments
	Discourse


	
  



  

		


				
			  
    

    
  
    
        
  
  
      
        
      
          

	
											 The Middle East Research Group

							
			
				The Middle East Research Group (MERG) is a collaborative research group studying the Middle East and North Africa. MERG is a non-polemical, student think-tank and outreach initiative devoted to producing dialogue, scholarship, and nuanced explorations of the region. The group is designed to cultivate future leaders and to inspire students to realize the powerful results of its multi-perspectival model of thinking and acting.


	Founded as the New Initiative for Middle East Peace (NIMEP) in 2003, MERG works to foster understanding of the MENA region in the Tufts community through sharing the outcomes of its research projects and bringing various experts in fields such as political science, history, religion, art, journalism and humanitarian aid to campus. Topics for events held in the 2018-2019 year included conflict and intervention in Yemen, refugee settlement in Jordan, religion in North Africa and war photography in Iraq. MERG’s annual fact-finding trip provides its members an opportunity to conduct independent research in the MENA region. Past trips have been to Egypt, Iraqi Kurdistan, Israel/Palestine, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, and the United Arab Emirates.


	 


	MERG’s latest trip was to Morocco in Spring 2019. Students participating in the trip conducted interviews with a number of experts in the cities of Rabat, Fez, Tangier, Marrakesh and Casablanca on topics including migration trends in Morocco, youth disenchantment post-Arab Spring, Orientalism and Moroccan art, and the promotion of Sufism as a counter-extremism strategy. 


	 


	Research from the yearly trip and the initiative culminate with the publication of MERG’s Insights journal, a research publication featuring the original work of Tufts students. Each volume of Insights is the culmination of months of research and preparation, carefully planned and executed fact-finding missions abroad, and immense dedication to discourse and learning on behalf of MERG’s members and supporters, who include Tufts faculty members, foreign government officials, and IGL alumni working in the field.


	 

If you are interested in getting involved in one of NIMEP’s programs, please contact us at MERG@tufts.edu.
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    During the 2013-2014 academic year, NIMEP's delegation traveled to Jordan to conduct on the ground research on Jordanian domestic politics. Learn about our projects below:

Conner Maher, Mentor

	Conner is pursuing an MDesS degree with a concentration in Risk and Resilience at Harvard University Graduate School of Design, and is simultaneously a candidate at The Fletcher School, Tufts University, focusing on Post-Conflict Development and International Security. His research focuses on mitigating conflict in the built environment by developing anticipatory strategies to ease the pressures of mass-migration and rapid growth. Enlisting in the United States Air Force prior to September 11, 2001, Maher ultimately deployed and secured air bases in Kyrgyzstan, Afghanistan, and twice in Iraq. Exposure to the Middle Eastern culture led him to major in Near Eastern Studies at the University of Washington, with a semester spent studying in Egypt and one in Morocco. Working in the United States Marshal Service, Prisoner Operations Division, and various aspects of physical security created a desire to address the structural deficiencies in the urban environment that lend themselves to conflict. Over the summer, Maher worked as an urban planner for Rawabi, a new city under construction in the West Bank.

Leah Muskin-Pierret '16, Trip Leader: Gender Mainstreaming To Prevent Gender-Based Violence against Syrian Refugees in Jordan

Leah aims to assess the current landscape of sexual violence related preventative programming and survivor resources for Syrian refugees in Jordan, providing a breakdown of policy suggestions for NGOs and government. She will address two unique major groups of Syrian refugees: those in Za’atari camp under the auspices of UN agencies as well as those outside of the camps, who exist much farther from UN resources and care. For this project, interviews will be conducted with professional practitioners, mostly NGO officials and government workers, as well as observers, primarily media outlets, to asses potential issues including existing norms, navigating cultural difference, and addressing prevention.

Elizabeth Robinson '15, Trip Coordinator:  Official Management of Za'atari's Informal Economy

An informal economy has recently emerged in the Za'atari refugee camp, though it has been almost entirely ignored by aid agencies. Nevertheless, this economy is now a major force in many refugees' lives and affects important power dynamics within the camp. Elizabeth will examine how the UN, NGOs, and the Jordanian government are addressing the informal economy in camp, focusing on what these officials know and think about this economy. This research will present only one side of the issue--that of the officials who are involved in camp management. However, Elizabeth hopes to emphasize how the refugee crisis is managed, where gaps in knowledge exist, what is being ignored, and where improvements could be made.

Yasmin Badr '16: Jordan's Stability

As Jordan has been able to maintain stability and order while the remainder of the Middle East is grappling with revolution and turmoil, Yasmin seeks to explore the economic and political measures taken by the Jordanian government to maintain peace. Yasmin also seeks to research how the Syrian and Egyptian models influenced the Jordanian public image of revolution and its associations, as well as the decline in the followings of the organized groups who initiated the protests. 

Safiya Subegdjo '15: Beyond Food, Shelter and Water: Assessing the Stability of Jordanian Refugee Health Services

Safiya will analyze the role that international humanitarian organizations play in regards to Syrian refugee health services in Jordan. Through interviews with NGO officials, Jordanian health care providers, and local people, she will assess the dynamic between foreign humanitarian organizations within the country and the Jordanian health system. Safiya hopes to determine whether outside intervention has an impact on domestic health resources.

Ananda Paez '16: Conflicting Perceptions: An Examination of the Perception Held by Jordanians of their Country

Ananda’s research seeks to assess the perspectives that Jordanians have of Jordan without a Western media bias. She will examine if there is a perceived gap between the ways Jordan is portrayed in the international and domestic spheres. Her project will investigate the potential causes for this gap while maintaining an understanding of ground-level perspectives in Jordan.

Hannah Freedman '17: Vulnerability of Refugee Populations: Public Health Disparities in Water Access

Hannah will study the water-related tensions in Jordan and how they intersect with public health and shifting populations due to refugee crises. Although regional hydropolitics have been settled through diplomatic means, recent surges of refugees into Jordan – especially those from Iraq and Syria – lead to rising tensions. Water shortages in refugee populations with temporary infrastructure often create public health concerns, and can weaken the stability of these volatile environments.

Elayne Stecher '14: An Analysis of Iraqi Election Results 2005-Present and the Implications of these Results for Iraq, the Region, and the United States

Since beginning research on the Iraqi election process and outcomes post-2005 since 2011, Elayne’s investigation has expanded to include more information about public opinion on these elections, as well as the government at large. Since the volatility in Iraq does not provide a secure environment for research, she hopes to interview the large Iraqi community in Amman, Jordan about the political climate of their nation. As Iraqi elections do not require voters to submit census data, information on voters is largely lacking. Thus, the most efficient way to conduct methodological research is to talk to those most familiar with the situation. She will synthesize her raw data and document her research with a more realistic understanding of Iraqi life, enabling her to predict the outcomes of the 2014 Iraqi elections more effictively.
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