NIMEP Preparation Schedule and Readings
Fact-Finding Mission to Kurdistan 
Fall Semester: Topics covered and interviews conducted

Week of 
October 24
Modern history of Iraqi Kurdistan

October 31
Federalism and decentralization

November 7
Kurdistan-Middle East Relations

- Meeting with Dr. Mohammed Ahmed, Director of the Ahmed Foundation for Kurdish Studies
- Phone conference with Michael Kelly, Director of the International and Comparative Law Program at Creighton University School of Law

November 14
The US, the Kurdish question and oil interests

- Phone conference with Joost Hiltermann, MENA Deputy Program Director at the International Crisis Group
- Phone conference with Sean Kane, Program Officer with the US Institute of Peace's Iraq Programs

November 28
 KDP vs. PUK

- Phone conference with Robert Olson, Professor Middle History and Politics at the University of Kentucky
- Meeting with Ian Klaus, doctoral candidate at Harvard and author of Elvis is Titanic

December 7
Meeting with Fletcher PhD Candidate Ethan Corbin about research methodology

December 9
Phone conference with Tufts and Fletcher graduate Matan Chorev, currently of USAID, about his research experience in Kurdistan in 2007

December 18
Phone conference with David Romano, author of The Kurdish Nationalist Movement, columnist at Rudaw and professor of Middle East politics at Missouri State University

January 2
Phone conference with Michael Kelley, Professor at University of Pennsylvania 
Readings
Invisible Nation.   How the Kurds’ Question for Statehood is Shaping Iraq and the Middle East by Quil Lawrence

Iraqi Kurdistan: Political Development and Emergent Democracy by Gareth Stansfield 

Crisis in Kirkuk by Liam Anderson and Gareth Stansfield

Kurdish Exodus: From Internal Displacement to Diaspora by Mohammed Ahmed and Michael 

Gunter

The Kurds Ascending: The Evolving Solution to the Kurdish Problem in Iraq and Turkey by Michael Gunter

The Kurds of Iraq: Tragedy and Hope by Michael Gunter

The Kurdish Question and International Law: An analysis of the legal rights of the Kurdish people by Mohammed M.A. Ahmed and Michael M. Gunter. 

Martyrs, Traitors, and Patriots: Kurdistan after the Gulf War by Sheri Laizer 

A Modern History of the Kurds by David McDowall

 The Future of Kurdistan in Iraq by Brendan O'Leary, John McGarry and Khaled Salih. 

The Kurds: A People in Search of Their Homeland by Kevin McKiernan

The Kurds and The State: Evolving National Identity in Iraq, Turkey, and Iran by Denise Natali

Trapped Between the Map and Reality: Geography and Perceptions of Kurdistan by Maria O’Shea. 

Constitution Making Under Occupation: The Politics of Imposed Revolution in Iraq by Andrew Arato

The Kurdish Question in Iraq by Edmund Ghareeb 

Mustafa Barzani and the Kurdish liberation movement, 1931-1961 by Masoud Barzani

Kurdistan: The Search for Recognition by Richard Sim 

Iraqi Women: Untold Stories from 1948 to Present by Nadje Al-Ali

