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JRP 2010 Application

ALLIES’ annual Joint Research Project (JRP) gives a select group of students from ALLIES institutions the opportunity to live and work together in a foreign country, conducting significant research on an issue of international importance.  The project begins in the spring semester, as students from both backgrounds investigate a topic of shared interest, design their research question(s), and plan trip logistics. It continues in the summer, when students travel to the region of study, collect primary source data, and synthesize their findings into an array of tangible outputs (including, but not limited to: final papers, policy recommendations, multimedia presentations).  It concludes in the fall semester with a presentation of their research at the annual ALLIES Intellectual Roundtable. Information about past JRPs is available at: http://www.tuftsgloballeadership.org/programs/allies/programs-0/joint-research-project.  

The fourth annual JRP will take place in Kiev, Ukraine from 10 July- 9 August 2010 (note: dates are subject to adjustments).  Ukraine offers civilian and military students the opportunity to study a variety of issues affecting this post-Soviet nation, including: proliferation, democratization and civilian control of the military, NATO membership, conscription vs. voluntary service, and economic inequality. JRP 2010 will be led by Joe Travers (USNA, c/o 2011) and will include students from USNA, Tufts, USMA, USAFA, Georgetown University, and USCGA. 


The JRP is a wholly student-driven endeavor, requiring rigorous academic preparation and exceptional maturity and professionalism.  Accepted applicants will be required to sign a contract to uphold the expectations and obligations entailed in participation in the project.  

Applications are due at 11:59pm, on Sunday, 21 March 2010 via email (allies.igl.tufts@gmail.com).  Please attach your completed application in .doc format, with the document titled “YourName_JRP2010App”, and feel free to email us any additional questions. 

I.  Personal Information:

Name:______________________________________Phone:_____________________

Email:______________________________________ Class Year:_________________

Academic interests: 

American citizen?  Y/N

If not, what citizenship do you hold (please indicate all that apply):

II.  Application Questions:

1. What motivated you to apply for the JRP 2010-Ukraine? What are your goals for the trip? (100 words max)

2. Have you ever experienced a hardship or challenge while working in a group? How did you overcome it? (250 words max)

3. Have you ever experienced surprise, confusion, or friction in a cross cultural context?  Were your expectations for different cultures ever confirmed or overturned? What did you learn? (250 words max)

III.  Research Proposal: In no more than 2 double-spaced pages, please tell us what research puzzle or question(s) you would like to explore in the Ukraine. You are in no way bound to your proposal, but it should demonstrate your academic background, interests, and curiosities. If applicable, include people to interview, places to visit, a brief background of the issue, implications of your findings, potential challenges, sources of support, and tangible outcomes.

IV. Experience and skills: In no more than 100 words per question, please respond to each of the following items, if applicable. 

1. Describe the depth and extent of any Ukrainian and/or Russian language skills.

2. List any relevant coursework.  

3. Describe any multimedia skills, experience, and/or projects (if applicable, note involvement in [EXPOSURE]).  

4. Describe any previous involvement with ALLIES or civil-military affairs.

5. Describe any other experiences, skills, or resources you believe would enhance the research experience and final product for the entire JRP team. 

6. List your current projects/commitments/activities, as well as any other summer plans. 
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